4SM.
The ASM is a specimen separation device that consists of a specimen input tray, a processing chamber, and a holding tray for finished specimens ( A 10-mL evacuated APC container will draw -7.0 mL of whole blood and contains lithium heparin similar in composition to the lithium heparin contained in Vacutainer Tubes.
PROCEDURES

ASM operation.
Specimens are placed into the ASM as they arrive in the laboratory. After the start button is pressed, the ASM star wheel indexes an APC into the feeder. As the APC rotates on itslong axis, a light-sensitive diode continuously scans for the presence of blood cells in the orifice of the plastic separator placed in the interior of the tube (Fig. 3) . During separation, the ASM advances a probe that pierces the rubber cap and pushes the separator along the length of the container.
Centrifugal forces create an air column within the center of the The tube is then rotated on its long axis while a probe is introduced through the rubber septum in the cap. The central column of air is displaced, after which serum or plasma moves into the upper chamber.
The probe remains clean and dry because of centrifugal force. A light-sensitive diode sensor immediately stops the process and signals probe retraction when blood cells begin to enter the plastic separator.
The finished tube provides serum or plasma permanently separated from the formed elements. (Fig. 3) .
When compressed to their maximum extent, the cells begin to enter the separator and are detected by the light-sensitive diode.
The resulting signal effectively ends the separation process. The probe is automatically withdrawn, the spinning stops, and the specimen-containing APC is ejected into the output tray. Batch Size 
